
September 27, 2017 
 

 
 

The Honorable Chairman Chuck Grassley 
Senate Judiciary Committee 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510-6275 
  
The Honorable Ranking Member Dianne Feinstein 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
152 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510-6275 
 
 

RE:   Omaha Legal Community  
 Support of Senate Confirmation of Steve Grasz 

 to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit 
  
 

Senator Grassley and Senator Feinstein: 
 
 This letter is submitted on behalf of the current and numerous past 

Presidents of the Omaha Bar Association (OBA) in support of the confirmation of 
Mr. Steve Grasz, who was nominated on August 3, 2017 for a seat as Judge on 

the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals.   
 
 One of the primary purposes of any bar association is to honor, respect, 

and promote equal justice under the law through its individual members.  To 
that end, the Omaha legal community is proud of the many accomplishments of 
every lawyer who is a member of our legal community.  Nebraska is fortunate to 

have several talented lawyers, and Omaha values the legal expertise of the 
lawyers practicing in its legal community. 

 
 Without hesitation, the Omaha legal community strongly supports 
confirmation and approval of Steve Grasz for a seat as a Judge on the Eighth 

Circuit Court of Appeals.  Steve Grasz possesses the legal expertise, 
professionalism, character, and ethics that are demanded of a Judge on the 

Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. 
 
 Steve Grasz has earned the trust and respect from each of the current and 

former OBA leaders who voluntarily signed onto this letter.  Each recognizes 
Steve Grasz as a lawyer who possesses the skill set required to analyze and 
address complex legal issues that would be presented to the Eighth Circuit Court 

of Appeals.   
 



2 
 

 The extensive legal experience that Steve Grasz gained during his tenure 
at the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office, along with numerous years of practice 

as a partner in a large law firm can and should be put to use on the Eighth 
Circuit Court of Appeals.  Steve’s deep understanding of both substantive law 

and legal process gained through managing a plethora of cases will serve the 
public well. 
 

 Each person listed below has achieved a high degree of success and has 
served the Omaha legal community with distinction for many years in their own 
right.  Accordingly, collectively we respectfully ask that the Judiciary Committee, 

and thereafter the United States Senate confirm the nomination of Steve Grasz 
as a Judge on the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 
Respectfully, 

 
Anne Marie O’Brien 
John A. Menicucci, Jr. 
Douglas J. Law 
Stuart J. Dornan 
Craig F. Martin 
William J. Birkel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thomas A. Grennan 
Michael G. Mullin 
Joseph K. Meusey 
J. Terry Macnamara 
Charles V. Sederstrom 



James D. McFarland 

McFarland Law Office 

1106 E Street, Suite 101 

P.O.  Box 94772 

e-mail: jimmcfarl@aol.com      Lincoln, NE 68509-4772         Phone: (402) 435-8080 

        

October 31, 2017 

 

 

Honorable Charles E. Grassley 

Chairman 

Senate Judiciary Committee 

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C.  20510-6275   

      

 RE: L. Steven Grasz, Esq. - Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals 

 

Dear Chairman Grassley: 

 

 It is my honor and privilege to send this letter of support for confirmation of Steve Grasz 

as a Judge on the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals.  I urge your Committee to vote in favor of 

confirmation. 

 

 As a former Democratic State Senator from Nebraska, I first met Steve after my term in 

the Nebraska Legislature ended in 1990.  I returned to private practice as an attorney and worked 

with Steve in cases involving disputes between my clients and the State of Nebraska represented 

by then Chief Deputy Attorney General Grasz.  Although we were not able to resolve every 

dispute, I found Steve to be very professional and diligent in his representation of the State.  He 

has the ability to see both sides of a case and make a reasoned judgment on each case. 

 

 As you are most likely aware, Attorney Grasz certainly has the qualifications for serving 

as a Judge on the Eighth Circuit.  His academic record at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

and at the University of Nebraska College of Law is exemplary.  As an undergraduate, Steve 

was a member of the prestigious Innocents Society recognized for their scholarship and service.  

In Law School, Steve was Executive Editor of the Nebraska Law Review.  And of course, he has 

both experience as a government attorney and in private practice with an excellent law firm.  He 

has practiced before our Nebraska Supreme Court and in the Federal Courts as well. 

 

 I am confident that Attorney Grasz has the judicial temperament and integrity to be a 

distinguished Judge on the Eight Circuit.  I believe he will follow and apply our Constitution 

and Laws as written to the facts of each case fairly and judiciously.  I strongly recommend your 

confirmation of Attorney Grasz as a Judge on the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

 

       Sincerely, 

      

 

       James D. McFarland    

mailto:jimmcfarl@aol.com



















